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which had been growing so fast in India, as explained in the
previous chapter^ XIV., regarding the intentions of Eussia,
began temporarily to subside, and fortune seemed for a moment
to smile on Lord Mayo's efforts.

It was not until after Lord Mayo's death that anxiety was
aroused by the Kussian expedition against Khiva in 1873, and
the arrangements consequent thereon, which really made the
Khivan chief a vassal of the Czar. Thereupon the Amir of
Caubul shewed much alarm, and wondered whether, if Eussia
having thus absorbed Khiva were to compass the absorption
of Afghanistan, there would be anything really to stop her.
It was then that he first began to swerve from the fidelity
which he had promised to Lord Mayo.

Then Persia 'became troublesome, first by aggression upon
Seistan on the Afghan border, next by a truly presumptuous
claim on territory which belonged to the Khan of Khelat, an
ally of the British, and actually touched the British frontier
in Sind. Lord Mayo saw at once the importance of keeping
Persia at arm's length from the Indian frontier, and arranged
for the satisfactory disposal of this unreasonable claim. That
affair is known in the diplomatic records as the settlement of
the Mekran boundary. The dispute between Persia and
Afghanistan soon assumed a serious aspect. Seistan may be
described as one of those remarkable depressions which charac-
terize the physical geography of Asia. Into it there flows the
Helmand, which drains all central and southern Afghanis-
tan, and finds no other outlet. It is for the most part a
vast swamp, but in former ages was highly cultivated, and
possesses classical associations to Persians as having been the
native land of Eustam and other heroes. It has, notwithstand-
ing its comparative desolation and insalubrity, an important
position politically, as being one of the two natural highways
whereby Afghanistan may be approached from the west and
milif.fl.Ty communication opened from Persia to Candahar. It
was now claimed almost wholly by Persia, and parts of it were
seized by Persian troops. The Amir, Shir Ali, remonstrated
strenuously, and claimed the good offices of the British Govern-